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In the first place, our sights-man (for so they name
certain persons here who get their living by leading
strangers about to see the city) went to the Palace Far-
nese, a magnificent square structure, built by Michael
Angelo, of the three orders of columns after the ancient
manner, and when architecture was but newly recovered
from the Gothic barbarity. The court is square and ter-
raced, having two pairs of stairs which lead to the upper
rooms, and conducted us to that famous gallery painted
by Augustine Caracci, than which nothing is more rare of
that art; so deep and well-studied are all the figures, that
it would require more judgment than I confess I had, to
determine whether they were flat, or embossed. Thence,
we passed into another, painted in chiaroscdro, represent-
ing the fabulous history of Hercules. We went out on a
terrace, where was a pretty garden on the leads, for it is
built in a place that has no extent of ground backward.
The great hall is wrought by Salviati and Zuccharo, fur-
nished with statues, one of which being modern is the
figure of a Parnese, in a triumphant posture, of white
marble, worthy of admiration. Here we were shown the
Museum of Fulvius Ursinos, replete with innumerable
collections; but the Major-Domo being absent, we could
not at this time see all we wished. Descending into the
court, we with astonishment contemplated those two in-
comparable statues of Hercules and Flora, so much cele-
brated by Pliny, and indeed by all antiquity, as two of the
most rare pieces in the world; there likewise stands a
modern statue of Hercules and two Gladiators, not to be
despised. In a second court was a temporary shelter of
boards over the most stupendous and never-to-be-suffi-
ently-admired Torso of Amphion and Dirce, represented
in five figures, exceeding the life in magnitude, of the
purest white marble, the contending work of those famous
statuaries, Apollonius and Taurisco, in the time of Augus-
tus, hewed out of one entire stone, and remaining un-
blemished, to be valued beyond all the marbles of the
world for its antiquity and workmanship. There are
divers other heads and busts. At the entrance of this
stately palace stand two rare and vast fountains of garnito
stone, brought into this piazza out of Titus's Baths.
Here, in summer, the gentlemen of Rome take the FRESCO
in their coaches and on foot. At the sides of .this court, the  chapel of  St.   Laurence,
